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Contents of the August Bulletin, 
The bulletin for August. contains a table showing the number of 
known to the police for that month as submitted to the 
au of Investigation by police officials cooperating in the project 
of compiling national crime statistics. The figures are grouped into 
two tables, namely, Table I, which contains the figures for urban 
ice departments, and Table I-A, which contains those furnished 
counties, the possessions, and gthers. In addition thereto reports 
for months previous to August, received since the July issue of the 
bulletin, will be found in Tables IT and II-A. Revised returns, 
op are those published pare but in which some adjustment 
been made, are shown in Table II-B. 
' The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the Uniform Classifica- 
tion occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become 
known to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, 
of prosecuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to 
the following group of seven classes of phe offenses, shown by expe- 
fience to be those most generally and completely reported to the 
ice: Felonious homicide, foneaine (a) murder, nonnegligent man- 
slaughter, and (6) manslaughter by negligence; rape; rob ; aggra- 
assault ; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—the t, includ- 
(a) thefts of $50 and over and (6) thefts of under $50; and auto 
t. The figures contained herein include also the number of 
attempted crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, 
however, are reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an 
attempted burglary or robbery, for re is reported in the 
thly bulletin in the same manner as if the crime had been com- 


“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

_ Tables are published in the bulletin showing the extent of the 
Population area and the number of current and supplementary 
received for 1931. Tables indicating the maa dail 
t 


e whole 
reported are also shown. 


; In publishing the reports sent in by chiefs of police in different 


ss, the Department of Justice does not vouch for their accuracy. 
by are given out as current information which possibly may throw 


tome light on problems of crime and criminal law enforcement. 


(1) 





Population Table. 


The number of cities which at any time during the current year 
have contributed returns of offenses known to the police to the Bureay 
of Investigation reached 1,386 during August. The population 
represented by those cities is 49,634,671. The population represented 
by returns received from county and other jurisdictions is not included 
in the above a In the following table are shown the number — 
and per cent of the cities and the number and per cent of the 
lation of those cities of more than 10,000 inhabitants from which 
returns have been received for any one month of 1931. The figures 
are based on the 1930 census. In addition to those listed in the 
there are 644 cities of an aggregate popaienet of 3,590,543 which 
contributed returns at some time during the current year. 
data in the following table are based upon the number of cities from 
which returns have been received, exclusive of county and other 
reports. 


The above table does not include 644 cities of a population less than 10,000, aggregating a total of 3,500,543, 
from which returns were received for 1931. 


1,229 Cities Contributed Returns for August. 


Returns for the month of August were received by the Bureau of 
Investigation from police departments of 1,229 cities, including 2% 
cities which had not previously furnished the reports. In the table 
which follows are shown the number of returns by States received 
and published currently during 1931. 


Number of current returns published monthly, 1931 
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Total published returns, including supplementaries, 1981—Continued 
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Average Daily Offenses. 


The daily average of the number of offenses known of the desi 
nated classes, as reflected in the following table, is based upon 
figures submitted by 1,141 cities which contributed both in July and 
August: : 

Daily average, 1,141 miscellaneous cities 


Felonious homi- 
cide 


July, 1931 4 07. 136.3 | 612.6 | 420.2 
August, 1931 1,801.4 , 


> 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted 
by 1,069 cities each having a population of less than 100,000 which 
contributed returns both in July and August. 


Daily average, 1,069 cities less than 100,000 population 
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The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted 


by 72 cities each of a = ulation of 100,000 or more which con- 
_ tributed returns both in 


y and August. 
Daily average, 72 cities 100,000 population and over 


Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 

The per cent of each offense class to the whole for 1931 is shown 
by months in the following table. These figures, however, are not 
intended to indicate crime trends for the particular period but merel 
reflect the per cent of each class of the designated crimes to the whole 
group for the various months. The figures are based on the total 
number of offenses reported by all contributing cities, exclusive of 
obviously defective and incomplete returns. 


Per cent of offenses known, 1931 


Part I Classes of the Uniform Janu- | Febru- March 
Classification ary ary 
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Larceny—Theft. 

It will be observed from the monthly Return A form that offenses 
of Larceny—theft are divided into two classes, namely, theftsinvolvi 
property valued at $50 or more and thefts involving property valu 
at less than $50. Care should be exercised by officials submitting 
returns to avoid reporting under the first-named classification offenses 
of grand larceny and under the second classification offenses of petty 
larceny, in States where the amount of $50 is not the sum differenti- 
ating between those two offenses. For example, in some States grand 
larceny is the felonious taking and carrying away anything amounti 
to $35 or over in value. Accordingly, if a larceny of $45 be repo 
to police departments in such States it should be recorded on the 
monthly return under the classification oe (b) under $50 
in value, notwithstanding the fact that the offense may be termed 
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grand larceny in the particular jurisdiction. The determining factor 


im gc in which group an offense of larceny should be recorded 
is the value of the property or the amount involved. It should also 


be remembered that attempts to commit larceny should be reported 
under the classification (6) under $50 in value. 


Tasiz I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1931 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I] 
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caLIFORNIA—Continued 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1981—Continued 
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Taste IL—Number of offerises known to the police, August, 1981—Continued 
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PENNSYLVANIA—contd. 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1931—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


JANUARY, 1931—Contd. 
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Taste II.—Supplemeniary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


State and city 


MAY, 1931—Continued 
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Grand Island 
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JUNE, 1931—Continued 
MONTANA 





34 


3 
2 
3 
0 
0 


moowakoad 


at 
- 





35 


Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


State and city 


JULY, 1931—Continued 
PENNSYLVANIA 
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Taste II-A.—Supplementary county and other reports of known offenses 


JUNE, 1931 
UTAH COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


Philippine Islands: Phil- 
ippine Constabulary 
force 


JULY, 1931 
OHIO COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


UNITED STATES 
POSSESSIONS 


Hawaii: Hawaii County... 


1 Not classified; included in total, 
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Tasty II-B.—Returns for previous months revised 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 


MAY, 1931 
NEW JERSEY 
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MICHIGAN 


MISCELLANEOUS 
MINNESOTA 
Rice County 
JULY, 1931 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
OHIO COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 








? Previously published as W illiamsville, N, Y. 











